OLICE ORDINANCE No. 17 OF 1926. 




Thfc first day of April, One thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-six. 



GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


THE POLICE ORDINANCE. 

No. 17 of 1920. 

An Ordinance to regulate the Organisation, Discipline, Powers 

and Duties of the Palestine Police Force. 


RE IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Palestine, 
with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof:— 

1. This Ordinance mav be cited as the Police Ordinance Short t,tle 

1926. 


Part I Organisation of the Force. 

2. In this Ordinance:— Definitions. 

“The Force” means the Police Force established under 
this Ordinance and includes the prison service. 

“Police” or “The Police” means a member or members 
of the Force. 

“Police Oflicer” means any member of the Force. 

“Superior Police Officer” means any Police Oflicer of or 
above the rank of Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

“Commandant” means the officer performing for the time 
being the duties of Commandant of Police, and includes the 
Deputy Commandant. 

“District Superintendent of Police” means the Superior 
Police Oflicer in command of the Police, situated in a District, 
and includes any Police-Officer or other person appointed to 
be in command of the Police situated in a District or 
Sub-District, or to perform all or any of the duties of a District 
Superintendent—- - 

“Inspector” means a Pplice Officer holding the' rank of 
Inspector of any grade in the Force, and includes Sub-Inspector 

of Police and Jails. , 

> 
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Non-Commissioned Officer” means ;i Police Officer of lhe 


I rank of Sergeant or Corporal. 


u 


Constable” means anv Police Officer below the rank ol 
(lorporal. 

‘‘District Commissioner” means the Administrative Officer 
for the lime being charged with tlie administration of a District 
or of an independent Sub-District. . ‘ ; 


“Magistrate” means any 
theo meaning of Section 72 
Ordinance, 1924. 


person who is a Magistrate within 
of the Trial Upon Information 


composet 


"‘British Section” means any;.-detachment of the 
used of British Police Officers. 


Forta 


i i« 


3. There shall be established in Palestine, a Force to be 
know n as the .Palestine Police. 


4. 'Fhe Force shall be employed for Hie prevention, 
detection and prosecution ol crime, the apprehension of offenders, 
the safe custody of prisoners and the maintenance of public 
order and of the safety of persons and property. 


5.* (1) The Force shall consist of such Superior Police 

Officers, Inspectors, Non-Cornmissiond Officers and other Police 
Officers as the High Commissioner may from time to time direct. 


(2) The High (Commissioner may appoint any Officer 
or person to discharge, or exercise, subject, to. any conditions, 
ariv or all of the duties or powers of any Superior Police Officer. 
Anv Police Officer may exercise any of the powers vested in 
any Police Officer of a lower grade or rank. 


j * 


f>. All the provisions of this Ordinance shall extend to 
all persons who at tire time of its coming into force shall be 
serving in or shall be deemed to. form part of a Police Force 
established under any enactment repealed by this Ordinance 
as if such persons had been appointed under this Ordinance; 
and service under any such repealed enactment shall for the 
purposes of good conduct pay, gratuities and pension be deemed 
to be service'under this Ordinance; provided that nothing herein 
contained shall be deemed to confer on persons enrolled as 
supernumerary constables under any such repealed enactment 
any right to good conduct pay, gratuities or pension prescribed 
under this Ordinance or un ter such repealed enactment; and 
provided also that Part 111 of this Ordinance shall not apply to 
persons who at the' date hereof form part of the British Section 

of the Gendarmerie Force. 



Palestine N T o. 17 of 1926. 



7. (1) The Commandant shall be chained with the 
superintendence, administration and disposition of the Force, 
and shall be responsible for the control of all expenditure in 
connection with the Force and accountable for all public stores 
belonging to the Force.. 

(2) He may at any time enlist lit men as constables 
to (ill vacancies in the authorised establishment of the Force. 


(3) He may suspend, reduce in rank, discharge or 
dismiss any Police Officer (other than a Superior Police Oflicer) 
who is proved to his satisfaction to be negligent or generally 
inefficient in the discharge of his duties, or otherwise unlit to 
carrv out those duties. Provided that no such oflicer of the 

•i 

rank of Inspector or Sub-Inspector shall be dismissed or dis¬ 
charged without the appioval of the High Commissioner. 

(4) He may fill by promotion or otherwise all vacan¬ 
cies which may occur in any rank below that of a Superior 
Police Officer through death, dismissal, or other cause. 

8. Every Police Oflicer shall be responsible for all 
public moneys entrusted to his care or that shall come into his 
possession, and shall be charg 'd with the arms, accoutrements, 
clothing and public stores issued for the use of I he Force under 
Ins command or for his own use and shall account for the 
same to the Commandant in the case of their being lost, da¬ 
maged or destroyed unless it can be shown to the satisfaction 
of the Commandant that such loss, damage or destruction was 
caused bv unavoidable accident, bv theft or bv actual service. 

* m m 


Part II. Enlistment and Discharge. 


9. (1) Every person applying to enter the Force shall 

pass a medical examination* If approved he shall be enlisted 
for a term of live years, for the first six months of such term 
he shall be on probation and shall be required to undergo a 
course of training If during that time he be found unlit for 
his duties or unlikely to become efficient, the Commandant 
ay order his discharge, and he shall thereupon cease to belong 
to or have any claim on th^ Force. 


(2) This Section shall not apply to British Police 
Officers who are enlisted in accordance with the terms of 
special contracts. 


10 Every person enlisted under this Ordinance shall sign 
before a Superior Police Officer an attestation paper in the 
form prescribed by Regulation to be made under this Ordinance, 
which shall be attested by such officer. 


Powers of the 
Commandant. 


Financial respon 
sibility of Police 
Officers. 


Conditions of 
enlistment. 


Signature of attes¬ 
tation paper. 



Penally f.»r false 
statements. 


Power of re-engii- 
gemer t. 
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hi sc barge on me¬ 
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. » 

Police Officer 
always on .duty 
and not to engage 
in any other 
employment. 


Offences against 
order and discip¬ 
line. . 
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H. Any person giving wilfully a false answer to any of 
the questions "set forth in the attestation paper shall be guilty 
of an offence; and on conviction thereof before a Magistrate 
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months and to dismissal from the Force. 


12. (1) The Commandant may allow a Non-Commissioned 

Officer or constable of good character and of special qualifica¬ 
tions to re-engage, within six months ot the end of the first 
term of his engagement, for a second term of live years from 
the expiration of his first term. He may, subject lo the same 
conditions, allow him to re-engage lor further terms of 
five vears. 


(2) A Non-Commissioned Oflicer or constable who 
so re-engages shall make a declaration before a Superior Police 
Oflicer in the form prescribed by Regulation. 

13. Police Officers of and above the rank of Sub-Inspector 
shall on appointment take the oath prescribed by Regulation 
before the Commandant. 

14. No Non-Commissioned Oflicer or constable shall 
resign from the Force or withdraw from his duties before the 
expiration of any term of engagement unless tie shall have 
t/iven to the Commandant three months pievious notice in 
writing. In default lie shall be liable to he charged with being 
absent without leave and to forfeit all pay then due to him. 

15. Any Police Oflicer at any time during the 
of anv term of engagement may he discharged if lie 
pronounced by any Medical Hoard to he menially or 
unlit for further service in the Police Force. 


curr 
has been 
physically 


: '10 A Police 1 Olficer when in Palestine shall for all pur¬ 

poses in this Ordinance contained be considered to he always 
u duty. He may* at anv time he employed in any part ol 
^destine. He'sliall not engage in any employment or ollice 
vFiatever; other than his duties under this Ordinance, unless 
ixpresslv permitted to do so in writing hv the Commandant.. 


Part IIP Discipline and Punishments. 

# * # 

k % » • * w 9 r > * * 

17. (1) If any Non-Commissioned Officer or constable 

commits any offence contrary to the good order and discipline 
of the Force he may, subject to the provisions of Regulations 
made under this Ordinance, be arrested by any Police Officer 
of higher rank than himself, ami pending investigation, detained 

at a Police-Station or Lock-up. 



Palestine No. 17 of 192(5. 



(2) A Superior Police Officer may enquire into llu; 
truth of the charge. The enquiry shall be recorded in writing, 
and shall be reported to the District Superintendent who, if he 
is ol' the opinion that the accused is guilty, may impose any 
one or more of the following punishments: 


(a) aline not exceeding 14 days’ pay; 

(b) confinement to barracks when oil* duty for a 
term not exceeding 14 days. 

(c) reprimand; 


provided that, if the District Superintendent is of the opinion 
that the offence requires a severer penally, he may recommend 
to the Commandant the imposition of one or more of the follow¬ 
ing penalties in lieu of or in addition to the above punishments:- 


(a) dismissal; 

x * • - • 1 * 

(b) reduction in rank or grade; 

(c) deprivation of good conduct pay; 


and the Commandant may impose any one or more of such 



V 

Provided also that, if the offence is not of a serious nature 
and the accused consents, the case may be tried by any Supe¬ 
rior Police Ollicer who may impose any one or more of the 
following punishments:- 




(a) a fine not exceeding 7 days’ pay; 

(b) confinement to barracks for a period not exceeding 
7 davs; 

* i 


(c) reprimand. 


(.*{) Any charge against a British Police Officer shall 


ish Police Officer. 
Section mav exercise 


\ / - J - • n J n --. 

be enquired into and tried'by a Superior ilri is 
The Officer in command of the British Seclio 

, * 

in respect of any such Brilish Police Officer any of the powers 
conferred in the previous sub-section on a District Superintendent. 


Charge against 

British I'olice 
Ollicer. 


*(4) If an Inspector is charged with such an offence, 
an enquiry shall he made in the like manner by a Superior 
Police Officer, and shall be reported to the Oommaudanl, who 
may impose any one or more of the following punishnieiils;- 


Charge against 
Inspector. 
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(i) dismissal; 

(ii) reduction in rank or grade; 

(iii) a line not exceeding £E. 5; 

(iv) stoppage of increment; 


(v) reprimand. 


Trial by President 
of District Court 
for more serious 
offences. 


18. (1) Any Police Officer who commits one or more 

of the following offences may be placet! under arrest:- 

(a) begins, raises, abets, countenances, incites or 
encourages any mutiny; 


(b) causes or joins in any sedition or disturbance 
whatsoever; 


(c) being at any assembly lending to riot, does not 
his utmost endeavour to suppress such assembly; 


(d) having knowledge of any mutiny, riot, sedition 
or civil commotion or intended mutiny, riot, sedition or civil 
commotion, does not without delay give information thereof to 
his superior officer; 

(e) strikes or offers violence to his superior officer, 
such officer being in the execution of his duty: 


(I) deserts or aids or abets the desertion from the 
Force of anv Police Officer; 

(g) displays cowardice in the execution of his duly; 

| 

(lit is repeatedly guiltv of serious offences,* to the 
prejudice”Of good order and discipline. 


(2) Any Superior Police Officer higher in rank than 
the officer charged may enquire into the truth of any charge 
under this Section. The enquiry shall be recorded in writing, 
and evidence may be taken on oath or affirmation. The pre- 
re* dings of the enquiry shall he forwarded with the recommen- 
datioi\s of the District Superintendent to the Commandant who, 
if he is satisfied that there is a prima facie case against the 
accused, shall submit it for trial to the President of a District 
Court. 
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(3) If the accused is found guilty of the charge 

made against him, the President may impose anyone or more 
of the following punishments: 

(a) imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 

years; 

(l») a line not exceeding three months pay. 

(i) If the accused is convicted lie shall he dismis¬ 

sed from the Force. In the case of a British Police Ollicer an 
order for deportation may he made by the High (Commissioner. 


19. A Superior Police Ollicer who is found to he in¬ 
efficient or against whom charges of misconduct, other than the 
offences specified in the previous Section, have been made, 
shall he dealt with in accordance with the Regulations, h ope¬ 
ration at the time being concerning the suspension of Public 
Officers. 


20. (1) Kvery person who ceases fo he a Police Officer 
shall forthwith deliver up all arms, clothing and other necessa¬ 
ries which may have been supplied to him for the execution 
of his duties. In default he shall he liable on conviction before 
a Magistrate to a line not exceeding £E. 20; and if he has 
wilfully or by culpable negligence destroyed or made away with 
any such articles lie shall be liable further to imprisonment for 
a period not exceeding three months. 

(2) Any officer who damages or loses arms, clothing 
or other (iovermnent property may, in addition to such oilier 
punishment as is provided in this Ordinance, be placed under 
stoppages of pay until be has made good the cost of repairing 
or replacing the articles damaged or lost. • 


21. All fines and forfeitures imposed upon members of 
fla' Force under tins Ordinance shall be recovered by stoppage 
from the offenders’ pay due at. the time of committing such 
offence and thereafter accruing due and shall he paid into a 
fund called the (ieneral l/oliee Fund. The amount ol 
stoppage in respect of any lira 4 or forfeiture shall he in the 
discretion of the Commandant provided always that no stoppage 
shall be made in any one month exceeding half the amount 
of the offenders monthly pay. ** 




(1) No pay shall accrue to any Police Officer in 
respect of any day during which hi* is absent without leave or 
undergoing any sentence of imprisonment. 


. f 


Suspension of 
Superior Police 
Officers. 


Police Officer to 
return all issues 
on discharge. 


'•% * 1,-/1 

t 

« . o 

*• / 


Stoppage of pay 
for loss of arms. 



Fines and forfei- 

tuies how reco¬ 
vered. 


Deprivation of 
pay. 
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(2) Any Police Officer who may he under suspen¬ 
sion or detention awaiting trial shall be allowed to receive such 
proportion of his pay, not being less than one half, as the 
Corpmandant may think lit, from the date of his detention to 
the dale of acquittal or conviction, as the case may be. In the 
former event, he may be granted the full amount of pay which 
he would otherwise have received. 

(3) No period of such absence, imprisonment or 
detention shall be reckoned as one day for the purpose of this 
Section unless die absence, imprisonment or detention has 
lasted for six consecutive hours or upwards whether wholly in 
one day or partly in one dav and partly in another. 

(4) When any period of such absence, imprisonment 
or detention exceeds six consecutive hours as aforesaid but 
does not exceed twenty-four hours, it shall not be reckoned as 
more than one day; but if such period exceeds twenty-four hours, 
every period of twenty-four hours or part thereof after the first 
period of twenty-four hours shall be reckoned as one day. 


Part IV. Village Ghaffirs. 


District G mimif- 
sionor mav order 
uppoin inputs of 
Gliaftirs. 


23. If at any time a District Commissioner is of opinion 
that for the protection of the property and crops of any village, 
or owing to the state of public security or the behaviour of the 
inhabitants, or for any other cause, it is necessary to do so, 
he may order the appointment of one or more Ghaffirs for such 
period as he thinks lit, for service in the area of any village 
or group of villages. 


Nomination to be 
made to District 
Superintendent. 


24. (1) Upon the order of a District Commissioner the 

Local Council if any exists, ami in the absence of such a 
Council, the Mukhter and notables of the village or group of 
villages concerned shall nominate to the District Superintendent 
i person or persons to serve as Ghaffirs. 


Approval of 
District Super¬ 
intendent and 

Medical Officer. 


(2) If the persons nominated are approved by the 
District Superintendent and are certified by the Government 
Medical Officer to ^>e physical I y fit, they shall be appointed as 
Ghaffirs. If they are not approved or if no nominations are 

made bv the Local Council or Mukhtars and notables within 

# 

seven days of the issue of the District Commissioner's order, 
the District Superintendent shall appoint fit and proper persons 
to be Ghaffirs. 


I>eclaration to bo 
made by Ghaffir. 


25. Every person appointed as a Ghaffir shall make and 
sign a declaration before a Superior Police Officer in the form 
prescribed by Heguiation, and shall be deemed to be lor all 
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purposes a member of the Police Force and subject, to the 
Regulations under and provisions of this Ordinance as regards 
discipline, powers and immunities of constables. Provided that 
he shall not have anv claim on the General Police Fund, nor 

r 

any claim for a pension or gratuity under this Ordinance. 

2(5 (1) The remuneration of (ihaflirs and the cost of their 

clothing and equipment shall he fixed by the District Commis¬ 
sioner and shall be apportioned by the Local Council or Mukhtars 
and notables of the village or group of villages among the inhabi¬ 
tants and land-owners in proportion to their property and the 
taxes which they pay. The register of distribution shall be 
approved by the District Commissioner and the levy shall be 
collected in accordance with the law for the collection of Go¬ 
vernment taxes. 

(2) The remuneration of the Ghaflirs shall he paid 
to the District Superintendent who will he responsible for its 
distribution. 


27. (1) A Ghaflir may he dismissed at any time by the 

District Commissioner on account ot neglect of duty or miscon¬ 
duct. In case of dismissal the Local Council or Mukhtaror the Dist¬ 
rict Commissioner shall make immediate provision for the fulfilment 
of the duties of the Ghaflir pending a fresh appointment. 


if 


(2) If any Ghaflir resign or abandon his post without 
ood cause before the expiration of his term, he shall be liable, 
on the order of the District Commissioner, to pay to the village 
all such expenses as may be caused in respect of the appoint¬ 
ment of a Ghaflir to take his place. 


Part V. Supernumerary Constables. 

Additional Police and Special Police. 

28. (1) If in any case application is made by any person 
foi* constables to he employed on special duties, the Comman¬ 
dant may, witti the approval of the High Commissioner, enlist 
suitable persons as Supernumerary Constables who shall be 
placed on such special Service only. 

(2) The persons so enlisted shall be deemed to be 
for all purposes members of the Force and shall he subject to 
all provisions of this Ordinance as regards the discipline, powers 
and immunities of constables. 

v 

(3) A person requiring the services of such Super¬ 
numerary Constables shall defray their pay, the cost of their 
uniform and any other expenses which the Commandant may 


llcmnneration 
and method ot 
collection. 


Dismissal of 

UhaHirs. 


Designation. 


Condition of 
appointment. 
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declare to be necessary. Payment shall he made quarterly in 
advance to the Treasurer. Provided that special arrangements 
may be made lor paying any such Constables in the employ¬ 
ment of a Municipality. 

(4) Any person employing such Supernumerary 
Constables desiring to have such service discontinued shall 



one month’s notice to the Commandant. Provided 
the Commandant may in his discretion dispense with such 

notice. 

(5) No Supernumerary Constable shall have any 
claim on the General Police Fund or for a pension or gratuity 
under this Ordinance. 


(b) Every person enlisted as 
stable shall sign an attestation paper in 
Regulations and shall be subject to the 
10 and I I of this Ordinance. 


a Supernumerary Con- 
the form prescribed hv 
provisions of Sections 


Kmploylimit of 
additional Poll’d 
for a foi*. 


Special Police 
Officers. 


29. Whenever any person requests the employment ol 
additional police on or about his own premises on account ol 
any funeral, entertainment, or festival, it shall he lawful lor 
the Commandant to depute such additional Police subject to 
the payment of such fee as may he prescribed by Regulation. 

30. (1) When il shall appear that an unlawful assembly 
or riot or disturbance of the peace* has taken place or may he 
reasonably apprehended, and that the Police ordinarily emplo¬ 
yed for the preservation of peace are not sufficient for its pre¬ 
servation and for the protection of the inhabitants and the se¬ 
curity of property in the place, it shall he lawful for any Police 
□Dicer not below the rank of Inspector to apply to the nearest 
District Commissioner or Magistrate to appoint so many of the 
residents of the neighbourhood as may he required, to act as 
Special Police Officers for such time and within such limits as 
lie shall deem necessary, and the District Commissioner or 
Magistrate shall,, unless he sees cause to the contrary, comply 
with the. a_p|duration. 

(2) The Special Police Officers so appointed shall 
he deemed to he toy all purposes members of the Force, and 
shall have the same powers, privileges and protection and s 
ject to the provisions of this Section shall be liable to the same 
discipline and shall he subordinate to the same authorities as 
an ordinary Police Ol licet*. 

' (3) Every person on being appointed a Special Police 

Officer shall sign before the District Commissioner, Magistrate 
or Superior Police Officer a declaration in the form prescribed 
bv Regulation. 
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(4) If any person, being appointed a Special Police 
Oflicer, without sufficient excuse neglect or refuse to serve as 
such, or to obey such lawful onler or direction as may be given 
to him for the performance ol bis duties, he shall be liable, on 
conviction before a Magistrate, to a fine not exceeding £E. 5 or 
imprisonment not exceeding 10 days for every such neglect, 
refusal or disobedience. 


Part VI. Assemblies and Processions. 


*M. (I) When it shall appear that an unlawful assembly, 

riot or disturbance of the peace lias taken place or may be 
reasonably apprehended, it shall be lawful for the District 
Commissioner or a Magistrate or a Superior Police Oflicer to 
order every person licensed to sell intoxicating liquors, or 
owning a cafe or oilier place of public resort to close such pro¬ 
ducing any period which the Oflicer making the order 
may consider proper. 



(2) Any poison who keeps open any premises after 
having been ordered to close them in accordance with this 
Section shall on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to a fine 
not exceedin'* £E. 50 or to imprisonment for a period not 

both penalties; and it shall be 
lawful for any Police Oflicer after such order has been given 

such 


exceeding six months or to 


to 


force 


sing the premises. 


may be necessary for the purpose of clo- 


.‘12. Whenever an unlawful assemble, riot or distrubauee 
of the peace has taken place or may he reasonably apprehended, 
it shall he lawful for the District Commissioner, by order pub¬ 
lished locally, to put in force all or any of the following pro¬ 
visions for a specified period not exceeding three months, pro¬ 
vided always that from time to time during the term of such 
order he may vary or eaticel its provisions; and provided lhat 
nothing therein shall derogate in any way from any powers 


given in the Ottoman Law concerning unlawful 


blies. 


(a) Any Police Oflicer may disperse any assembly 
whatever in any public place, and may arrest without warrant 
any person in such assembly refusing or delaying to dispei*se 
or reassembling alter dispersal. Any person so refusing or 
delaying to disperse or reassembling shall on conviction before 
a Magistrate he liable lo a fine not exceeding £K. 25 or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding three months or to 
both jienalties. 


Closing ol 
liquor shops 
and cafes. 


Special powers of 
Police Officers. 
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Uegulation ami 
licensing of 
public assemblies 
mid processions. 


Processions vio¬ 
lating conditions 
of licence. 


Display of Hags. 


12 



(b) Any person found in any public* place in pos- 
of any knife, stick, bludgeon, iron bar, stone or 
weapon of any sort or description w hich in the opinion of a Police 
Officer he is carrying for the purpose of assisting in a distur¬ 
bance or lie is likely to use in case of a disturbance, and any 
person inciting others to assemble either by word or by w riting, 
or by any other means, and any person singing a song or 
making use of words or gestures which in the opinion of llie 
Police Officer are likely lo lead lo a breach of peace, may be 
arrested without warrant and on conviction before a Magistrate 
shall be liable to the same penalties. 


33. (1) The District Superintendent may, as occasion 

requires, direct the conduct of all gatherings and processions 
on the public roads, or in the public streets or thoroughfares, 
and prescribe llie routes by w hich and the time at which such 
processions may pass, and regulate the extent to which music 


may be used in the street and on 
and ceremonials. 


the occasion of festivities 


(2) He may also on being satisfied that it is inten¬ 
ded by any person or class of persons to form a procession 
which will, in the judgment of the District Commissioner, il 
uncontrolled, be likely to cause a breach of the peace, require 
by a general or special notice that the person convening or 
collecting such procession shall apply for a licence to the 
District Commissioner. 


(3) The District Commissioner may grant or refuse 
the licence. If it is granted, the District Commissioner may 

a licence specifying the names of the licences and defin¬ 
ing the conditions in which such procession is to be permitted 
to take place, and otherwise giving effect lo this Section; pro¬ 
vided that no fees shall be charged on the application for any 
1 1 licence. ; 


*34. (1) Any Superior Police Officer or any Police Officer 

in charge of a,Station, may stop any procession which violates 
the conditions specified under the last preceding Section and 
may order it to disperse 


obey 

shall 


(2) Any procession which neglects it refuses lo 
any order given under Ibis and the last preceding Section 
be deemed lo be an unlawful assembly. 


:0. (1) The Commandant may forbid the living 


_ _ exhib¬ 

ition, or display, either generally or at specified times and places 
or in specified circumstances of any flag or emblem likely lo 
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excite a disturbance of flie peace; and any Police Officer may 
remove any flag* or emblem if exhibited or displayed in contra¬ 
vention of such order of the Commandant, or in such circums¬ 
tances as are likely to excite a disturbance of the peace. 

(2) Any person who fails to comply with any order 
or issued by the Commandant concerning the exhibition flying 
or display of Hags shall he liable on conviction to a line not 
exceeding £E. 20. 


Part VII. Duties and powers of Police Officers. 


»>. (I) 

privileges and 


Every Police Officer shall have all the powers, 
immunities and shall he liable to undertake all 


the duties and responsibilities attaching to the office of a peace 
or Police Officer pursuant to any law for the time being in force 


in Palestine. 


(2) In particular, and without derogating from the 
generality of the powers above mentioned, it shall be the duty 
of any Police Officer:- 

m 


(a) to keep order on the public roads, and in the 
public streets, thoroughfares, quays and landing places and at 
all places of public resort, on railway platforms, in harbours 
and on rivers, canals and inland lakes, and to prevent obs¬ 
truction on the occasions of assemblies and processions on the 
public roads and the public streets, or in the neighbourhood 
ol places of worship, during the time of public worship, and in 
any case when any road, street, thoroughfare, quay or landing 
place may be thronged or may be liable to be obstructed; 


(b) to take due cognisance of the commission on 
any road or highway, nr in any public street, thoroughfare or 
place, of any offences declared in the Criminal Code or in any 
Ordinances Ruje$» Regulations or Bye-Laws issued by due autho¬ 
rity and of violation of the provisions of any such Ordinances, 
Hides, Regulations or Bye-Laws issued by due authority; 


(c) to take charge of all found and unclaimed pro¬ 
perty, which shall be disposed of*in accordance with Regula¬ 
tions made under Section 40; 


{d) to detain and search any person w r hom he rea¬ 
sonably suspects of having in his possession, or conveying in 
any manner, any stolen property or anything of which the 
possession is illegal. 


Powers of 
Police Officer. 


Police to keep 
order on roads’ 
etc. 


Police to take 
cognisance of 
offences on roads. 


Unclaimed 
propel ty. 


Detention and 
search of sus¬ 
pected persons. 
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Part VIII. Offences Relating to Police Officers. 


Interference with 
or illegal assump¬ 
tion of authority 
of Police Officer. 


37. Any person who 

(a) by threats, bribes, tills or 
endeavours to induce any Police Officer to 
is not his duty or to refrain from doing 
Ids dutv; 


other consideration 
lo something which 
something which is 


(b) knowingly detains, buys, exchanges, or receives 
from any member of, or deserter from, the Force or solicits 
or entices or is employed by any such member or deserter to 
sell, put away or dispose of any arms, clothings equipment or 
accoutrements furnished for the use of the Force or has in his 
possession such arms, clothing, equipment or accoutrements 
and fails to give a satisfactory account of how he came by 

them: 


(c) not being a member of the Force, wears any 
uniform, clothing, equipment or accoutrement resembling those 
prescribed for the use of the Force and which shall be liable 
to cause the public to believe that such person is a member 
of the Force; 


(d) not being a member ol the Force, purports to 
be a member of that Force and does any act or makes any 
statement which is likely to cause the public lo believe that 
such person is a member of the Force; 


may be arrested without warrant by any Police Officer; and on 
conviction before a Magistrate shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding £E. 50 or to imprisonment for a period not exceed¬ 
ing six months or to both penalties. 


Powers to prose¬ 
cute under other 
laws not affected. 


38. Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be construed 
to prevent any person from being prosecuted under any Article 
of the Penal Code dr any Ordinance or Regulation for any 
offence made punishable herein, or from being liable thereunder 
to any higher penalty than is provided for such offence by this 
Ordinance. Provided that no person shall he punished twice 
for the same offence. 


P^rt IX Miscellaneous 


Plea that act was 
done under 
warrant. 


39. If any action or prosecution is brought, or any pro¬ 
ceedings held against any Police Officer for any act done by 
him in such capacity, it shall be lawful for him to plead that 
such act was done by him under the authority of a warrant 
issuer! by a Magistrate. Such plea shall be proved by the 
production of the warrant purporting to be signed by the Magis¬ 
trate, and the defendant shall thereupon be entitled lo a decree 
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in his favour. notwithstanding any defect of jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate. No proof of the signature of the Magistrate shall 
he necessary, unless the Court shall see reason to doubt its 

Provided always that anv reinedv which the 

•J •» V 

claimant has against the authorities issuing such warrant shall 
not bo affected hv anything contained herein. 


genuineness. 


40. (I The High Commissioner in Executive Council 
may make, and, when made, may vary or revoke Regulations 
relating to the following malters:- 


Uegulations to he 
made by Hijjh 
Commissioner. 


(a) The form of attestation of Police Officers and of 
the oath to be taken by them. 


reside. 


(b) The place at which members of the Force shall 


(c) The particular services to he performed by 
members of the Force. 


(d) The direction and application of the monies 
paid into the (ieneral Police Fund. 

(e) The definition of offences to the prejudice of 
good order and discipline. 

(I) The disposal of found or unclaimed property and 
the procedure thereof. 

(gj The granting of leave to members of the Force. 

(h) The payment of allowances and proficiency pay 
arid good conduct pay to members of the Force. 

(i) The employment of additional Police and the 

lees to be paid therefor. I 


(j) Any 

encv ol tin* Force. 


matter relating to I lie well-being and effici- 


(k) Any other matter requiring regulation under 
this (trdinance. 

' ' I 

(2) The Commandant may, with the approval of the 
High Commissioner, make Rules in regard to the following 
matters:- 

* 

i 

(a) The discipline of the Force; 
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(b) the* promotion of members of the Force; 

(c) the custody ol public monies and public stores is¬ 
sued lor the use of the Force; 

(d) any other matter* in which powers are conferred 
on him under this Ordinance. 




41. The Ordinance and Uiws mentioned in the Schedule 
hereto are hereby repealed to the extent specified in the 
Schedule; provided that 

(a) this repeal shall not affect the validity of any 
warrant, licence, certificate or document made, granted or 
issued, or of any appointment made under any enactment hereby 
repealed; and that 

(b) any document referring to any enactment hereby 
repealed shall he construed to refer to this Ordinance or to the 
corresponding enactment in this Ordinance. 


1st April, 1926. 


PLUMER, F. M. 

lh<lh Co)nmi**ion$r 


SCHEDULE. 


Name of Ordinance. Extent to which repealed. 


Police Ordinance 1021. . 

The 

whole. 

The Ottoman Provisional Law concerning the Theft 



of Animals of 12th Jama*ad 1332. 

Article 11. 

Tire Village Ghaflir Ordinance, 1921. 

The 

whole. 

The Ottoman Law concerning Village Watchmen 

The 

whole. 

(Ghaffirs) of the 18th August, 1330. , 

Flags Ordinance, 1920. 

The 

whole. 


i 


/ 


